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NORTH AMERICA 

Nantucket: A History. By R. A. Douglas-Lithgow. xiii and 389 pp. 
Map, ills., index. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York, 1914. $2.50. 9% x 6%. 
This historical record of Nantucket brings down Obed Maey's History of 
1835 to the present day and will be invaluable to all lovers of the sea-girt island 
off the southern coast of Massachusetts. The chapter on the geology and 
physiography gives the results of the latest research and shows that Nantucket 
is but a fragment of a vast sheet of glacial deposit. The chapter on the 
aborigines tells the usual sad story of the overwhelming and obliteration of 
the native race. The writer quotes the somewhat severe words of Obed Macy: 
"Their only misfortune was their connection with the Christians, and their 
only crime the imitation of their manners." The story of how the Quakers 
sought freedom of worship in Nantucket, and the account of the characteristic 
Nantucket industry — the whale fishery — are entertaining. The whaling business 
was greatly impaired in the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812, and 
reached its height in 1842, having eighty-one ships, two brigs and schooners, in 
all 36,000 tons. It began to decline on the discovery of gold in California, 
and in 1869 the last whale ship sailed from Nantucket. Among the eminent 
Nantucketers are Maria Mitchell, Lucretia Mott, the Rev. Phoebe A. Hana- 
ford, the Rev. Perdinand C. Ewer, D.D., and Capt. George W. Coffin, TJ. S. N. 

David H. Buel. 

A History of Connecticut, Its People and Institutions. By George 
L. Clark, xx and 609 pp. Maps, ills., index. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New 
York, 1914. $3.50. 9x6%. 
An appreciative account of the upbuilding of the Connecticut Common- 
wealth. It is indeed a far cry from the theocratic state of the Early Inde- 
pendents, who ill-brooked the masterful ways of their fellow Puritans of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, and sought freedom of worship and political 
independence in the wilds of the Connecticut River valley and sea-coast, to 
the present day Connecticut, where Church and State are separate; where the 
Celt, the Latin and the Slav, each with his own ancestral worship, are drinking 
in the atmosphere of Connecticut independence, while they man silk mill, 
machine shop, clock factory and farm. The days of Indian warfare, of blue 
laws and of witchcraft are gone, never to return. The prominent part taken 
by Connecticut in the formation of the National Constitution, in the wars for 
independence and between the states, its leadership in mechanical invention, 
in commercial industry, in educational uplift, in philanthropic service are well 
brought out and accentuated. The condensed account of the founding, growth 
and expansion of Yale will be of interest to all Yale devotees, who no doubt 
can scarcely recognize in the bygone Yale, where the students conversed in 
Latin, the young Yale of to-day. An ominous factor in the future welfare of 
the state is the excess of deaths over births among native-born citizens of 
nearly 3,000 annually for a number of years. David H. Buel. 

lies Etats-Unis d'Amerique. Par D 'Estournelles de Constant, ix and 
536 pp. Map, index. Armand Colin, Paris, 1913. Pr. 5. 7% x 5. 
Few interpretations, by foreigners, of the country and the turn of mind of 
its inhabitants will compare for accuracy with this work. Intelligent observa- 
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